TOWARD THE CtASSIPICATION OF SHABO (MIKEYIR) 



/x/ paar snake /I/ 

ork^an bark of tree 



/w/ wo water/drink /y/ 
waikun seed 
c'owa fire 



jaal 

tol2£Mn 

p'ilU 

yii) 
yeero 



yesterday 
sleep 2 
bite 



DEM 
we 
PL ? 



Shabo has consonant length, at least phonetically. This was 
noticed by Hoekstra, who transcribed dammo "blood" (an Amharic 
loan), walla "goat", kutti "knee", and konna "tree". Other words 
with long consonants include: bicca "foot/leg", n£nna "louse", 
dtppu "night", hanno "give". Consonant length is not a significant 
diagnostic in the classification of Shabo, since it is found in a 
number of languages in the area, e.g. Didinga (Odden 1983: 148,158), 
Twampa (Thelwall 1983: 332), and the Omotic languages. 

The analysis of vowels in Shabo is less certain. Phonetically, 
the authors transcribed the following vowels, with many long forms 
as well: 



1 
I 

e 



a o 



The vowel inventory points away from Omotic, which is char- 
acterized by a system of five vowel positions, with long and short 
distinctions. 

Like most Nilo-Saharan languages, Shabo is tonal. Though the 
data is insufficient to show grammatical tone, one minimal pair 
for lexical tone was found within the word list: h£ on a high tone 
means "kill", but h^ on a lower tone means "meat". 



TOWARD THE CLASSIFICATION OF SHABO (MIKEYIR) 



The basic word order of Shabo is 30V ^^ ^^ sentences g) through 
j) above. This is not a strong indicater^ but it la^y suggest that 
Shabo's closest links within Nilo-Saharan ^^e not wi,th Surma^ where 
all the (documented) languages are VSO or SVO, with evidence th^t 
Proto-Surma was VSO (Unseth 1986c: 140). [Ed.: See Bender forth, a 
for a discussion of N-S word-order, especially VSO in Surma and 
Nilotic] . 

Sentence o) below illustrates a relative clause. Thougtr the 
word divisions are only guesses and two of the words are not gloss- 
ed, the position of the relative clause is clear: the relative fol- 
lows the head noun. 

o) upa kakaak jaal kaki ye 2am 
man came yesterday ? saw 
"I saw the man who came yesterday" 

The occurrence of a post-nominal relative clause here is un- 
usual typologically, since Downing has observed that "a language 
has. . .postnominal. , .relative clauses if and only if in the basic 
word order of the language the verbs precede their objects" (1978: 
383) . 

Shabo uses postpositions to mark locations, as in p) below: 

p) upa mana pond &pik moi „ ^ ,^„ 

man rock on AUX ? sat 
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